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This is turning out to be an odd year for us 
and no mistake… 
 
As I write I have mains electricity (well, not 
really) wired up to my knee.  I‟ve got some 
subtle physiotherapist issue or other (my 
knee has decided to do agony and very 
little else) and I need a muscle to get back 
to work.  I have a lazy muscle.  I ask you.   
 
No matter - enforced sitting down will 
mean that a thousand sitting down jobs 
can be done that otherwise would have 
waited until the sky rained potatoes.  The 
history project will thank me, that‟s for 
sure.  So I‟m laid up again, but I hope I 
can remain chirpy with it. 
 
So, the recycling has started.  Our first 
week was iffy, the second not so bad 
(except for poor old Kate and Kevin 
dealing with someone else‟s rotting 
kitchen waste…).  I asked the gentlemen 
doing the removing how they‟d like us to 
present our recycling, and they said if it 
could be as much separated out as 
possible it would be much appreciated.  
The council says that we should just use 
one box and leave it to the binmen.  Some 
have reported that the binmen sort 
through and just leave what they don‟t 
want or can‟t take in a pile on the drive or 
in the street.   
 
The magazine is decidedly thin this 
month.  I wonder if that‟s my fault (have I 
missed things in my paracetamol/
electricity induced haze?) or have we 
started the silly season with a will now that 
the Festival is over?  I hope the latter. 
 
My magnolia is flowering again.  We have 
tadpoles in the ducks‟ drinking water and 
altogether it feels like a really odd spring.  
The world is going mad.  I intend to do my 
part... 
 

I went to my friend Marple‟s birthday party 
this week.  I had to sit down for the games 
but I enjoyed watching.  And there was 
jelly.  Jelly and ice-cream.  It was heaven. 
 

Hazel 
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Down on the Farm 
 
It is now mid-July, the very hot dry weather is still with us, which is lovely for people on holiday, but 
getting serious down on the farm.  The crops of hay and silage are very light.  An example is the 
one field where I still do a bit of haymaking. This field was cut in late June, the grass was dry 
enough to bale within two days.  Just twenty three big bales were put in store in beautiful condition, 
the last time I had this field mown it yielded forty five bales. 
 
All this shortage is causing great concern to farmers who keep very large numbers of cattle.  What 
are they going to feed their cattle on next winter? 
 
As I mentioned in last month‟s Down on the Farm, prices for cattle ready for the beef trace have 
dropped alarmingly.  This is being made worse by the hot weather.  Housewives are not buying 
large joints of beef for roasting, instead they are buying small amounts of meat for the barbecue. 
 
On farms that have light and shallow soils the grass has completely disappeared.  Many farmers are 
having to feed their cattle with next winter‟s supplies. 
 
In these modern times, where piped water is available on most farms, life is made easier for 
farmers.  In the old days, before the last war, in a summer like this one, many farms ran out of water 
for their animals and had to fetch it, sometimes over long distances. 
 
I remember when the 
Battle of Britain was being 
fought over the skies in 
Kent and Sussex in 1940.  
The sheep in those areas 
were almost dying of thirst 
through lack of rain.  When 
the sheep sales were held 
in those areas, farmers 
were afraid to attend them 
due to what was going on 
overhead. 
 
I had an uncle who lived in 
Oxfordshire who got 
someone to drive him down 
to one of these sales.  The 
auctioneers were pleased 
to see him because there 
were so few buyers 
attending.  He bought a 
train load of sheep for a 
few shillings each and had them taken back to his farms in Oxfordshire where he had food and 
water for them. 
 
A few weeks after these wartime sheep sales, some of these starving sheep arrived at Yatton 
Market to be sold.   Some farmers in this area were able to buy these sheep.,  They had enough 
feed to be able to take them through the following winter.  In the spring the sheep had improved in 
condition and become valuable for the meat trade. 
 

Ray Naish 

brocklette
Inserted Text
   w
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KENN WI 
 
The preview Cheese and Wine Party at the Kenn Festival which gave attendees a chance to look at 
the flower arrangements in advance of the general opening was very successful.  £200 has been 
sent to the Children‟s Hospice SW.  It was a beautiful evening and we are very grateful for the use 
of the Hall tables, the Church Room and the Church itself. 
 
We all very much enjoyed the visit of Celia Andrews to tell us about her experiences of life in the 
Vicarage.  Several of us have since read her books and enjoyed them very much indeed.  It is fun to 
try and identify the characters! 
 
There will not be a meeting in August, so the annual mystery tour has been arranged.  Last year we 
got lost on Mendip, who knows what will happen this time.  We reconvene in September when the 
ever-popular Roger Morgan will come to talk on the Anglo-Zulu war.  If you would like to hear this 
excellent speaker, please come along on Wednesday September 8th at 7.30 p.m. 
 
The delegate to the Annual Meeting at Cardiff came to give a report.  It goes without saying that the 
resolution calling for better labelling of the country of origin of meat products passed unanimously.  
We await results. 
 
Thelma Blake continues to win awards with Thundercloud at the Agricultural Shows.  The last one 
of the season is the Frome Show later in the summer. 
 

Ann Holtham 
 

Harvest Supper 2010 
 
When we, the Duck Lane Harvest Supper team elect, took on the task of organising the Kenn 
Harvest Supper we had lots of great ideas. 
 
Now it is nearly here we have resorted to following a similar pattern to previous years with just a 
couple of minor changes. 
 

The Harvest Supper will be on September 12th at 7pm 
 
Tickets will be £7 for adults, £3.50 for children under 12, £18 
for a family ticket. 
 
As in previous years we will be asking for puddings - if you 
usually make one, we‟d love it if you could make one (or two) 
for us this year!! 
 
We‟ll also be holding a raffle, so all donations of prizes will 
be gratefully received. 
 
Tickets will be available soon from Caroline at Mink Hollow, 
Suzanne at Peartree Cottage and Debra at Manesty. 
 
Many thanks 
 

Caroline Hicks 
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Kenn Village Lunch 
 
We have arranged that our next lunch meeting will be the first Tuesday in September (7th), and our 
new venue is the Moorend Spout at West End, Nailsea. 
 
In order for the management to lay out our table, we would like to advise them of our numbers;  
therefore please let us know if you can come.  Our phone number is 872948. 
 

John and Grace Griffin 

Kenn Camera Club 
 
On Thursday the 22nd of July the newly formed Kenn 
Camera Club held its inaugural photo shoot at Clevedon 
Pier.  A rainy start soon changed to a superb evening 
with an amazing sunset, members with SLR and 
compact cameras were soon clicking away and 
produced some excellent photographs (see below). 
  
Anyone wishing to join the club, experienced or not, with 
any camera should contact Robert Down at 
robert@downscote.co.uk   
 
We hope to go out on more photo shoots, discuss results and meet to discuss ways to further the 
success of the club. 

mailto:robert@downscote.co.uk
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Kenn Summer Walk Monday 12th July 
 
Thirteen of us plus Rusty, Ray‟s collie, set off just after 7 o‟clock on a warm cloudy evening. We 
travelled just over a mile to the field, on the left, just before the hump-backed bridge on Kenn Moor 
Road – the field with the white signs on the gate posts announcing “Conservation Stewardship 
Scheme”. 
 
Ray explained that he, with Jeff, rents the field from the late Gilbert Stuckey‟s estate.  Previously 
John Griffin‟s father, Archie Griffin was the tenant and John remembered milking cows in a milking 
bail near the gate.  Over 50 years ago Archie offered Ray the tenancy, Ray agreed; Archie was 
paying £6 per acre per annum, but Victor Stuckey insisted on £6 5s. 0d. (they are paying rather 
more now!) 
 
When we arrived there were Canada Geese and Swans on the bank of the Little River. Ducks were 
flying overhead, along with Seagulls, Wood Pigeon and a Common Buzzard.  The field had been 
mown that day, but the thistles still „bit‟ those of us in sandals. In this very dry summer, it was 
amazing just how green the moor is compared to most farmland in the area.  The peat soil is 
spongy to the extent that footfalls are felt through the vibration of the land. 
 
Ray, driven by Jeff, took us to “Peter‟s Island”.  Around a hundred years ago, Peter Parsons, who 
lived in Yatton, could not stand the noise, so built himself a little house, probably of wood, on the 
moor and this became known as Peter‟s Island – Mr Parsons lived there during the summer months 
and emptied his house in Yatton so that no rates were payable – later on he had a home in Cleeve 
which was on wheels, so he did not pay rates there either! We looked at Peter‟s Island, which is 
now overgrown with nettles, brambles, hawthorn and willow trees.  Woodspring Wings Flying Club 
owns several fields and once we had vacated their land they gave us an aeronautical display. 
 
The lower part of the field is the lowest spot on the moor and always the first to flood. The Little 
River has never dried up, even in the 1911 drought when farmers from Kingston Seymour walked 
their stock there to drink. 
 
We noticed a marker stone on the riverbank and Ray 
explained that responsibility for keeping rhynes clear 
was, historically, attached to the deeds of cottages some 
distance away from them.  The stone denoted the 
household responsible for that section. 
 
During World War II „decoy fires‟ were lit on the moor and 
many German bombs were dropped there – lots of them 
failed to explode, but sank straight into the peaty soil – 
we wondered how much ordnance remains! 
 
In the adjoining field, now overgrown, are two milking 
bails owned by the Burdge family, where Guernsey and 
Friesian cows were milked separately to keep the milk 
separate. 
 
Next month on Monday 9th August, Jeff will take us to 
Wraxall, to a farm where there is a brick glass kiln, 
Roman diggings, and a Spitfire engine has been found.  
 
Meet as usual at 7.00pm at Cloverlea, Kenn Street, 
Kenn. 
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Village Photograph 
 
As part of the Kenn Festival it was a great privilege to work with Ray Naish of Cloverlea. He had 
found a village photograph taken in 1935. Ray could name every person in the photograph and 
where they lived. We produced a crib sheet with all the names - the result of our work is on display 
in the village hall.  
 
Robert Down has produced a fabulous village photograph to mark the Kenn Festival.  Rather than 
wait 75 years for someone to name us all I intend to start now. The photograph will then become a 
historical document, a snapshot of our community.  It will take a while to complete.  
 
(Forgive me if I know you well but do not know your surname, and have to ask). 

Caroline Holden 
 

N.B. If you wish you or your children not to be named just say.   

A Mini Kenn Reunion 
 
I had the pleasure of attending a wedding at Yate, by kind invitation of Thelma Blake (Kingston 
Seymour).  Thelma‟s brother is married to Joyce Hollyman who used to live in Mead Cottage, Duck 
Lane.  Also at the wedding was Joyce‟s sister Nesta, and Mavis, Michael Hollyman‟s widow.  Sadly 
Michael died a little while ago. 
 
As you can imagine there was lots of chat over a lovely beef carvery about our days at Kenn when 
we lived there. 
 
After leaving the wedding party we were invited back to Joyce‟s.  She now lives at Fishponds.  What 
a clever woman Joyce is, very good with the needle - she made the bridesmaids‟ dresses, and also 
makes beautiful embroidered greetings cards.  I couldn‟t resist it I just had to buy some.  After a 
welcome cup of tea, it was back over the suspension bridge and home.  What a memorable day. 
 

Margaret Bessant. 

   
  

The July Market came up to standard once 
more, another lovely day weather-wise and 
lots of   customers.  
 
We welcomed Emma (sweets) back and hope 
to have Richard (bread) with us again next 
time.  
 

I would like to thank all our faithful stallholders as well as our visitors many of whom come from 
outside Kenn. Money from Julia's cakes goes once again to The Smile Train and after paying for the 
hire of the hall a donation will go to RNIB.  
 
There will be no Market in August (summer holidays!) but we will be back in September.  I would 
like to take this opportunity of thanking our 'unsung' heroes, namely Colin (the cake) Webb, John 
(kitchen maid) Roberts and volunteers who fill in (often at short notice) for absent sellers and the 
strong arms who help us to clear up afterwards. Grace and I are doing a good job with guiding these 
men into 'housework'. 
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The bank of Mum and Dad has stopped giving out advances! I need to 

earn some money to finance my lifestyle. I will do odd jobs. Dad will 

supervise and negotiate terms. 

 

Matthew Hayden, Chapel Cottage  Tel: 343133.  

Margaret’s Mutterings 
 
Welcome home to Jean and Ben Woods to Moorlands, in Kenn Street – their enlarged house is 
looking very smart and it is good to have them back with us.... 
 
Spring in July – Sunday 25th July, a lovely day, the grass is green again after the long dry spell 
which was almost a drought – now nature seems to think that spring has returned – Wisteria and 
Magnolia are in blossom for the second time and Tim Taylor has noticed newly hatched tadpoles – 
eyes open please and let Hazel know if you see any further signs that we are having two springs in 
2010. 
 
Children’s Hospice South West  – Congratulations to James Griffin – now 40 – he held a 
celebratory party with pig roast and raised almost a thousand pounds for this most worthy charity. 
The Clevedon Mercury had an article about Yeates Removals who are celebrating their Centenary 
and as a company are also supporting the Children‟s Hospital. 
 
Sarah Clark raised over £300 for St Peter’s Hospice on a midnight walk round Clifton.  We are truly 
blessed with so many lovely people in our little village. 
 
While chatting to Jackie Huxtable, nee Summerell, at Kenn Festival she told me that she is now a 
grandmother – best wishes. Please Jackie may we have more details. Cooks Lane is almost in 
Kenn and we feel that you are part of the village. 

 

A rather special June. 
 
For those of you who remember ex-Kenn Postmistress Barbara Middleton's eldest son and 
daughter-in-law, June promises to be a month they will remember for some time to come. 
 
Nigel and Tina's eldest daughter Angel is getting married to Michael Wedge at Maunsel House in 
Somerset on Friday 18th June. 
 
Their middle child Tuppence is currently in two advertisements being run on television (one for 
Wrigley's Gum and the other one is the Boots "Sex and the City/Here come the Girls") as well as 
having a film she featured in (Skeletons) being screened at the Edinburgh Film Festival (and short-
listed for Best British Film), which her parents are going up to see on the 22nd. 
 
And finally, their youngest, Josh, will be on the Glade Stage at the Glastonbury Festival singing with 
his University Group "Statement Code!” on the 26th (sadly all tickets have sold out, so Nigel and 
Tina won't be able to be rock and roll - (or should it be "crock and stroll" - parents). 
 
Tina, of course, continues to insist that the children's good looks and talent have been inherited 
from her. 
 

Nigel Middleton 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE 264 AUGUST 2010  

9 

Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Jean Fenwick 875073 or 
  Irene Stowell 872472 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
  Rev Preb John Andrews  
  01934 830208 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 

 
     

    Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

    Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
  Hazel Limage 01275 349535 
     Sheila Naish 01934 838357 
  Margaret Ball 01275 874077 

Pull-out and Keep Centre Section - Dates 

 
 

 

 
 
 

THERE WILL BE NO MARKET IN 
AUGUST                   

SEE YOU SEPTEMBER  25th 

Recycling - Every Tuesday 
  
Green Waste  - 10th, 24th 
Dustbin  - 3rd, 17th, 21st 

 
Kenn Women’s 

Institute 
 

 Kenn Village Hall 
August 11th 7:30pm 

 Clevedon Mercury and 
North Somerset Times 

 

Don‟t forget that copies of both these local 
newspapers are freely available in the bar of 
the Drum and Monkey. 
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Deryck and Renee Bell 
 
Deryck and Rennee Bell who lived in Kenn for 
over thirty years, before moving to a 
retirement home in Sandford, are celebrating 
their Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 29th 
July.  I am sure their many friends in Kenn 
would like to join with me in congratulating 
them on this great achievement and wishing 
them good health in the future. 
 

Ray Naish 

Can you help with 
Kenn Transformers 

New Church for Kenn Children? 
 

To be held on alternate Wednesday 
afternoons in term-time, probably from  
4 - 5.30pm beginning September 15th 

 
The format will probably be something like - 

snack on arrival, then worship, then activities 
(reading, craft, treasure hunt, quiz etc) 

 
Training sessions (not arduous) will be held on 

August 25th at 9.45 - 12.30 and 1.45 - 4.30 
 

You need not come every fortnight, it won‟t be 
arduous or dramatic, but could be both 

interesting and challenging  
 

The more helpers the merrier!! 
 

If you‟re even slightly interested please call 
 

Julia Bush 01275 873884 
or 

Celia Andrews 01934 830208 
 

(A CRB check might be needed, but don’t let that put 
you off!!) 

We would like to make up a DVD of 
photographs taken during the Festival 
Weekend.  Please sent them to Simon Pascoe 
at simonpascoe@gmail.com or drop them into 
Simon at Willow House Kenn Street. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries August 
 
 3rd   Clare Edwards 
        Louise Hockham 
 6th   Steve Bye 
 7th   Ray Naish  
 8th   Suzanne Golding-Ellis 
10th   Stephen Brain 
11th   Trish & Ron Harrison WA 
12th   Margaret & John Ball WA 
15th   Jean Naish 
         Nathaniel Jack Stowell 
16th   Max Naish 
18th   Matt Hibbs 
22nd   Dave Quinn 
23rd   Mark Pascoe 
26th   Peter Woods 
27th   Caroline Holden and John Hayden  

wedding anniversary 
29th   Sylvia and John Staples  

wedding anniversary 
         Jane and Hartley Staples  

wedding anniversary 
31st    Annie Silvester 
  Jill and Matt Butland 

 wedding anniversary 

St. John the Evangelist, Kenn 
 
Altar Guild for August: 
 
Jenny Croxton, Margaret Ball, John Croxton 

We flew our flag and lit the church 
tower: 
 
on July 29th to join in the celebrations for 
Deryck and Rene Bell‟s diamond wedding 
anniversary. 

Future diary date - Marianna’s 
Fashion Show 

 
will again be in the Village Hall, Kenn Street 

 
Tuesday November 2nd  

 
Tickets will be on sale next month 

Village Lunch September 7th  
 
Moorend Spout, Nailsea - midday 
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July Family Service 
  

A surprisingly large congregation hove to on a sunny Sunday morning for the July Family Service at 
St John's. We got the best news first, the Hatcher-Wilkins sisters had baked us some of their 
scrummy biscuits to celebrate Jemima's third birthday, to be munched with our drinks and chat after 
worship. 
 
The theme of the service was 'music' and making a joyful noise to the Lord, so we sang Happy 
Birthday to Jemima.  Celia, despite the fact that Jesus is not recorded to have spoken about music, 
successfully wrote a service that encouraged us to listen for the echoes of the uncountable crowds 
of people who have sung prayers and praises through the ages, all over the world.  Morgan read 
Psalm 98, Mary played the organ for some of the hymns, Jo played for some more on the new 
piano bought for us by 'The Friends of Kenn Church', which John blessed.  We sang a home-grown 
hymn, accompanied by John, percussion courtesy of members of the congregation, and later 
finished with a lusty rendition of 'You shall go out with joy', leaving us quite ready for our 
refreshments. 

Julia Bush 

Yeates Removals and Storage is marking its 100th year in business by raising cash 
for the Children’s Hospice South West. 
 
Staff at the firm have already raised more than £1,500 by taking part in the CHSW corporate  
challenge, in which they secured second place. 
 
Eighteen teams from companies across the area covered 20km on foot,  bike and canoe and faced 
ten challenges focusing on teamwork and problem-solving skills. 
 
Yeates managing director James Griffin said “The corporate challenge was great fun and we were 
delighted, not only to help the hospice, but also to come second, which was a surprise. 
 
Other planned fundraising activities include a summer party as well as taking part in other CHSW 
events such as the Midnight Memory Walk in September.   
 
Anyone who would like to donate money to the hospice through the Yeates fundraising appeal or 
take part in or support one of the events can email james@yeates.co.uk or call 01275 877844. 

A group of 40 year-old golfing friends discussed where they should go for their reunion dinner.  
 

Finally it was agreed that they should go to Celtic Manor because the waitresses there were cute. 
 

10 years later they agreed that they should meet at Celtic Manor because the food there was very 
good and the wine selection was excellent. 
 

At 60 years of age, the group agreed that they should go to Celtic Manor because they could eat 
there in peace and quiet and the restaurant had a beautiful view of the new fairways. 
 

10 years later, at 70 years of age, the group once again discussed where they should meet for 
dinner. They decided they should go to Celtic Manor because the restaurant was wheelchair 
accessible and the menu had good soups. 
 
10 years later, all aged 80, all agreed that they should meet  at Celtic Manor because they had 
never been there before. 
 

mailto:james@yeates.co.uk
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SERVICES FOR AUGUST 
 

1st Sunday 1st NINTH AFTER TRINITY  
8.00am Holy Communion Kenn* 
9.30am Parish Communion Yatton 
9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve 
11.00am First Sunday Special Claverham 11.00am Family Service 
6.00pm Evensong Yatton* 
 

2nd Sunday 8th TENTH AFTER TRINITY 
8.00am Holy Communion Yatton*  
9.30am Parish Communion Yatton  
9.30am Holy Communion Claverham 
11.00amTrinity Praise with Holy Baptism Cleeve 
11.00am Holy Communion Kenn  
6.00pm Evensong Kingston Seymour*  
6.30pm Holy Communion Cleeve 
 

3rd Sunday 15th ELEVENTH AFTER TRINITY  
8.00am Holy Communion Claverham* 
9.30am Parish Communion Yatton 
9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve 
11.00am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour 
2.30pm Holy Baptism - Lizzie Ponsford Hooper - Yatton  
6.00pm Evensong Kenn* 
 

4th Sunday 22nd TWELFTH AFTER TRINITY 
8.00am Holy Communion Yatton* 
8.00am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour* 
9.30am Family Communion Yatton  
9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve  
11.00am Family Service Claverham  
11.00am Family Service Kenn 
6.00pm Ecumenical Evensong Yatton 
 

5th Sunday 29th THIRTEENTH AFTER TRINITY  
8.00am Holy Communion Kenn* 
10.00am Team Communion Yatton 
6.00pm Songs of Praise Cleeve 
 

HOLY DAYS IN AUGUST: THURSDAY 5th EVE OF TRANSFIGURATION  
9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve 
7.30pm Holy Communion Yatton 
 

WEEKDAY SERVICES  
Every Wednesday 10am Holy Communion Yatton 
1st Wednesday  11am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour 
3rd Wednesday  11am Holy Communion Kenn* 
4th Wednesday  11am Holy Communion Claverham 
Every Thursday  9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve 
    7.30pm Holy Communion Yatton 
 
8.30am Morning Payer, Yatton on Mondays only during August - starts again Tuesday 31 August 
 

*Book of Common Prayer  
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KENN PARISH COUNCIL 
 
A meeting of Kenn Parish Council will be held on Monday 2nd August 2010 in the Village Hall at 
7.30 p.m.   It is hoped that you will be able to attend.  The Hall will be open from 7p.m. for the 
inspection of plans.   

Ann Holtham 
Clerk to the Parish Council 

 

AGENDA 
 

1. Apologies for absence 
 

2. Minutes of last meeting  
 

3. Declarations of Interest and Suspension of Standing Orders 
 

4. Public Participation on any item on the Agenda 
 

5. Reinstatement of Standing Orders 
 

6.    Matters arising 
 National Grid Hinkley Point C Connector 

               Highways 
              Village of the Year Competition 
               Kenn Festival 
               Phone box 
               North Somerset Life 
 

        7.   Finance 
  Request for payment: Historic Houses Trail 
      

        8.   Planning 
        Enforcement 2010/195 Duck Lane 

 Warrens Holiday Village 
 Advertising Boards 

         

        9.  Correspondence 
 

10.  Any other business 
             

Shorthorns 
 
 - and no, I haven‟t gone and 
printed the last photo again. 
 
These are YET MORE rosettes 
and sashes from Thelma Blake‟s 
wonderful  Shor thorn bu l l 
Stonmour Thunder Cloud - and 
some of his offspring.  This time it 
was the Three Counties Show 
where Thelma cleaned up the 
prizes. 
 
How does she do it?  She‟s only 
tiny…. 
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Bird News I 
 
July is a busy time for birds with their young but is often seen as a quiet time for birdwatchers as 
spring migrations have finished and autumn migration hasn‟t begun. 
 
Ray was certainly exactly right last month when he said that it was a wonderful breeding season for 
small birds.  Jill and I have been to mid-Wales for a couple of days and the situation is just the same 
there.  And, despite the failures reported by Ray, generally Swallows and House Martins seem to be 
doing well. 
 
I have only had one Hobby sighting - a bird seen by Bryan Thompson on the 21st over his house, 
then heading down Kenn Street. 
 
A farming friend from Winford had a Red kite following him whilst mowing at the end of June and 
there have been quite a few sightings lately (but, regrettably, none by me). 
 
The Barn Owls along the Strawberry Line have four youngsters and they should be fledging early in 
August .  YACWAG will organise some watches with telescopes - details will be on the YACWAG 
website or see John Croxton or myself if you would like to come along. 
 
John and I did eventually find Spotted Flycatchers (after a tip-off) near to Wrington and there have 
been a few reports around villages to the east of us. 
 
I am pleased to report that the Marsh Harriers at Shapwick Heath have at least four flying young 
and I hope to provide another update next month. 
 
The dry weather brought our first garden grass snake and other folk have reported similarly.  
(Marianna found a slow worm snoozing under a rhubarb pot). 
 
Finally - a Peregrine has been seen perched right on a pinnacle of Backwell Church late in the 
evening.  Perhaps this is another bird taking to night hunting using the lights in Backwell and on the 
A370 to spot its prey. 
 

Trevor Riddle 
 
 

Marsh Harrier Peregrine 
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Bird News II 
 
During the very hot weather I have made sure that the bird-bath on our front patio here at Cloverlea 
is kept full of water. Jean and I have been fascinated by the number of birds it has attracted.  They 
included Magpies, Wood Pigeons, Blackbirds, Starlings, a large number of Sparrows and many 
small birds, all craving for water. 
 
Jeffrey Naish reported a large number of young birds appearing in the hedgerows on 29th May. 
 
Miles Naish has also reported large numbers of young birds appearing on their bird table at Oakland 
Farm recently, including Finches and Tits of all varieties.  It seem that small birds have had a 
wonderful breeding season. 
 
A pair of Swallows has produced four chicks in a nest in our garage at Cloverlea.  Unfortunately the 
chicks all died when almost fully fledged.  These Swallows have moved to the garage from the old 
cow shed where they have nested for many years.  p.s. they have laid more eggs. 
 
Heather Jenkins had a pair of House Martins who build a nest in the roof of her house, unfortunately 
all the young fell out of the nest and died when fully fledged. 
 

Ray Naish 

Bantam News I 
 
A lady who lives in Wraxall has told me an amusing story 
about her bantams - One hen bantam hatched two chicks, 
after a while she forsook them, but all was not lost.  A cock 
bantam, noted for his aggressive and nasty behaviour, took 
charge of the chicks and now he won't leave them, keeping 
everything away from them.  He hovers over them like a 
mother hen. 
 

Ray Naish 

Latcham House  
 

has recently had two exciting visitors. A Sparrowhawk was seen having a good look around in a 
flowerbed which has a bird feeder. We have house martins nesting under our roof and last year a 
chick fell into that same flowerbed and hid in the rock surround of the flowerbed. Perhaps the 
sparrow hawk saw another one falling this year. I was no more than 4 metres away watching this 
magnificent bird for a few minutes before it flew off.  
 

The other visitor also had me captivated but for very different reasons. I was showing a friend our 
pond when we saw a fairly large snake swimming skilfully through the water. It was a grass snake, 
not venomous and about 2 feet long. It has been visiting the pond for three days now before 
slithering off into the rhubarb by the dry stone wall. Needless to say, the frogs have disappeared 
and I haven‟t counted my fish yet. We are lucky to see this shy snake and admittedly it is very 
interesting but I would rather see my lovely fish alone and be able to run barefoot through the 
garden.  
 

Perhaps the sparrow hawk will visit again and who knows what will happen when they meet.  
Angela 
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Neighbourhood Watch 
 
This message is sent on behalf of Portishead/Clevedon and Nailsea SSN Teams. 
 
This is a copy of a message sent out to all forces by The Office of Fair Trading which NHW 
members may find of interest:- 
 
The Office of Fair Trading is warning people that the summer is also an opportune time for rogue 
traders. Last year, advice service Consumer Direct received more than 5,300 complaints about 
traders offering home maintenance work on the doorstep, a 16 per cent rise from the previous year, 
with complaints peaking in the summer months from July through to the autumn. 
 
The top five uninvited doorstep trader complaints to Consumer Direct in 2009 were: 
. roofing* - 28%  
. tarmacing and paving** - 23%  
. insulation - 9%  
. general building work - 8%   
. guttering - 6%  
'It is not illegal for handymen to canvas for work in this way, but it is important that people are 
cautious and don't make hasty decisions about agreeing to have work done by traders who come 
directly to their doorstep. Rogue doorstep trading is an ongoing problem in the UK and work or 
service carried out can sometimes be unnecessary, of a poor standard, much more expensive than 
originally quoted or not done at all.  
 
The OFT offers the following advice on how people can avoid being scammed by rogue doorstep 
traders: 
. If a trader knocks at your door do not agree to on the spot house repairs, or sign anything on 
the spot.  
. Be wary of special offers or warnings that your house is unsafe.   
. Do not make snap decisions. Take time to talk to someone you trust before you make a 
decision.  
 If in doubt, call Consumer Direct on 08454 040506 or visit  

 
www.consumerdirect.gov.uk/doorstepselling  

 
If you have information about any crime, phone the police on 0845 456 7000 or you can call 
anonymously to the independent charity CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111.  For general information 
about Neighbourhood Watch nationally see the www.mynhw.co.uk website. 
 
 

Recycling Revolution I 
 

Less than 12 hours after the bin men emptied the county's food bins, we've received our first bag of 
fly tipping.  Someone clearly came home from work, found their heavy bag of rotted food waste that 
the bin men neglected to take, still outside their house, and thought, “Oh what shall I do? I know - I'll 
drag it into my car, drive around the countryside and dump it on verge, by the post box, where no-
one will look twice as they'll think I'm posting a letter”. There it just gets tripped over until it's 
removed by someone with a conscience.  Nice!  And so it becomes our responsibility to dispose of it 
properly - if only we knew where they lived .... 

Kate Hatcher 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Any%20Authorised%20User/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/JDWJKQT1/www.consumerdirect.gov.uk/doorstepselling
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Any%20Authorised%20User/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/JDWJKQT1/www.mynhw.co.uk
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http://www.bristolballoonfiesta.co.uk/ 

Bristol Balloon Fiesta 2010  
12th - 15th August  Long Ashton 

 
 

Hot Air Balloon Mass Ascents 
 

Friday 13th        6am and 6pm 
Saturday 14th   6am and 6pm 
Sunday 15th      6am and 6pm 

 

Nightglow  
 

Thursday 12th and Saturday 14th 9.30pm 
 
 

The Red Arrows  RAF Aerobatic 
Team will take part in the finale 

 
Sunday 15th 4.30pm 

 
 

http://www.bristolballoonfiesta.co.uk/
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Computer Repairs & Upgrades at Your 
Home or Office 

 

 

COMPUTER STARTING SLOWLY? 
SICK OF GETTING NASTY VIRUSES? 

OVERCOME WITH POPUPS AND SPYWARE? 
IS YOUR CONFIDENTIAL DATA AT RISK? 

HERE ARE SOME OF OUR SERVICE PACKAGES 
  
Health Check/Tune Up 
Spyware/Virus Removal 
Data Transfer 
Secure Wireless Network Installation & Setup 
Internet Security and Anti-Virus 
Hardware Upgrades & Installation 
Troubleshooting Windows™ 

With years of experience working in a busy IT office we have been 
asked to fix all sorts of problems. There is not much that we've not 
seen or done when it comes to computers. So, if your computer is 
unwell or if it's in need of a boost and some TLC trust us to help 
you. 

For more information call 0800 756 9928 or visit 
www.quaycomputerservices.com 


